— — 


-S mt 


FO 


The Myſteries of God finiſhed : 
OR AN 


ESSAY 


TOWARD 


| The opening of the MysTEky of 
the MYSTICAL NUMBERS 
in the Scriptures, by the Scriptures, 
without the help of Human Hiſtory ; 
, never attempted before : vis. 


| 


Daniel's 2300 Days, 1290, and 1335; 
with the time of the Wicneſſes Prophecy 
of 1260 Days, aud the Beaſt's Reign of 
42 Months; and the laſt War made upon 
the Wirnefſes, upoa their finiſhing their 

. Teſtimony, their Slaughrer, and lying 
dead three days and an haif, their Reſar- 
retion and Aſcenhtion, &c. 


pa " _— lit. Ai. 


Job 37. 7. He ſealeth up the Hand of every Man, thdt all 
Men may know his Works, 


Ifa 28. 21, 22. Ifa. 5. 12. Pal. 111, the whole Pſalm, 
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READER. 


Reader, 


His that comes to thy Hand was @ Col- 
leftion for private Satisfattion, by way 
of Eſſay, to take an Eſtimate, whe- 

ther the Scripture-Numbers might wot be att- 
aerſtood -by the Scriptures themſelves, without 
being goversd by Human Hiſtory, as generals 
ly thi that have wrote upon thei have bee. 
And tho I have avenerable Eſteem for My. Be- 
verly, yet thought it ſtrange that he. ſhould be 
fo conſident as to the Time he prefixt, ſince his 
Calculation dependeth ſo much apou Human 
Hiſtory. But the firſt Sheet coming to the 
Hands of a Friend fome time ſince, and by hins 
committed to the Preſs, has been the occaſion 


of this farther Pablication, with the Addition 
| of 


A 2 


| 43 -|- 
of the other Sheets : And if it may be a Mo- 
tive to ſome Perſon better in(lruited in the 
Counſel of God, to improve this Eſſay to a more 
full opening of the Mind of God herein, it will 
be well, however, the Author has this Satif- 
fattion, that herein he has in ſome meaſure born 
his Witneſs to theſe great Truths of God con- 
tained in bis Wora, againſt ſuch Atheiſtical 
Scoffers as are foretola by the Apoſtle Peter, 
2 Pet. 3.3, 4. to come in the laſt Days: Know- 
ing this firſt, that there ſhall come in the laſt 


DaysScofters, walking after their own Luſts; ' 


and ſaying, Where is. the Promiſe of his 
Coming ? For ſince the Fathers fell aſleep, 
all things continue as they were from the be- 
ginning 0s the Creation. Ard alſo to thoſe 
late Works of Goa ia this Nation, ſo much for- 
gotten and little minded in this aay by ſuch as 
profeſs his Name ; having much Satisfattion in 
his own {1ind, in owning that which God him- 
ſelf has owned, and will evidence to the World 
he will own in his due time, 
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The Myſtertes of God finiſh'd : or, 


| The Myſtical Numbers in Daniel and the Re- 
velations, calculated by the Holy Scriptures 


only, without the help of Human Hiſtory, 


OD having given the Scriptures to his 
Church, 2 Tim. 3. 16. for her uſe and 
Es benefit here on Earth; fo the Times and 
Numbers (part thereof) have, are, and will be of 
uſe to her : Therefore the Angel, Dar. 10, 21. 
(for the opening the Viſion, and the Confirmation 
of his Faith; in the Wil) of God revealed therein, 
v. 14, co:.cerning his Church, and what ſhould be- 
fal her for Times to come hcre on Earth) tells him 
that h: would ſhew him what was notedsn the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, And altho this part of the Word 
harſh been molt hard to be underſtood, yer (beſides 
that common Advantage to our Faith, that the 
Times are ſet by God, not only in his own Eter- 
nal Purpoſe, but his revealed Wil; which is a good 
Foundation of Faith to believe and expect accord- 
ingly) the more particular Knowledg of them. as 
cruly opened, mult be of ſpecial aſe and help toour 
Faith, both to prepare for Suffering, and expect 
Deliverance. With what Diligence then ſhould 
we with unbiaſſed Minds make our Applications to 
him that is the Revealer of Secrets ? An Eflay toe 
wards which followeth. | 
A 7% Firſt. 


6 The Myſteries of God finiſhed. 


ue tn IT fob norte A 0 AA 7 Mae Pw '« - 
b 
- 


[ 


| Firſt, I premiſe, There « as ſmees a Harmory in 
this part of the Word as in any other, 

Secondiy, That this Harmony, and the right un- 
aerſtanding of the Times ſet, is to be found out in 
the Scriptnres themſelves. 

The' firſt Number I ſhall begin with, is that 
great Number of 2300 Days, (a Day for a Year, 
as is uſual 1n Scripture) Dan. 8.14. Which I con- 
ceive includes al) the leſſer in Daniel and the Reve- 
lations, all of them being but parts of this ; God in 
his Wiſdom having ſo divided this Number, ac- 


"to the ſeveral Circumſtances of Providence the 


Church was to come under, 

[ conceive. this Number of 2300 was headed, or 
doth take its beginning from the Year God tran- 
Nated the Babylonian Monarchy to the Medes and 
Perſians, which was the third and laſt of Belſhaz.- 
£ar's Reign,! who was alſo the laſt of the Baby- 
loman' Kings. | 

1. Becauſe I ſind no Times ſet in Scripture to 
begin before they are given forth, tho ſeveral a 
a greit while after. | | 
_ 2. "TheQueſtion, Dan.8. 13. js, How long is 
the Viſion to give both the Sanctuary and the Hoſt 
to be trodden under foot ? and the Anſweris,” to 
2300 Days : So that Timerelates fo the ſuffering 


of theQhurch then to came. 


3. Danitl, Chap. 8. 1. dates-it in the third of 
Belſhaz.zar, in the Tear he ſaw the Viſion; tho 


"when heſaw it he was in S4yſhay, 2 chicf City in 


the Province of Z!am, which is in Perſia. Daviel 


'was in Babylon, c3i:7d to expound the Hand-writ- 


ing, when the City y/as taken, Chap. 5. 13, 30- 
 - But 


The Myſteries of God' finiſhed, '- 7 
But when Dari» the eaian had taken Babylon, 
and had ſa inlarged his Dominions by the Kingdom 
of Babylon, he, for the better Government of the 
whole (Dan. 6. 1,2.) {et over the Afﬀairs of the' 
Kingdom 1 20 Princes, and threc Preſidents over 
them, of whom he made Daniel chief ; lo that 
there is great reaſon why he {hould be 1 in the Roy- 
al City Sh«ſhan. But this (alling out in the third 
of Belſhazzar's Reign, that he loſt his Kinggom, 
Dazxiel dates the Vition that Year,tho he was in Per- 
ſia when he ſaw it. "God (Chap.7. and in the firſt 
of Belſhazzar's Reign) ſhewed in Viſion unto Da» 
nicl, under the Repreſentation of foxr Beaſts, the 
four Monarchies, which ſhould rule in thoſe Parts 
of the World where his Church then was, and was 
to be in after-times, during allher ſuffering State, 
till Chriſt's Kingdom on Farth was to come, Dan:7. 
27, 28. God having before ſhewed by Feremiah, 
Chap. 25. t1. the Sufferings of his Church under. 
the firſt of theſe for 70 Years; the ending of that- 
Monarchy, and the 70 Years was to be rogether 
in the ſe}f-ſame Year, which wawalſo to fall out 
in the Reign of Nebuchadnezzar's Grandſon, 
Fer. 27. 7. Which was this Belſhazzar. Now in 
the laſt of this Belſhaz.zar, end the firſt of the 
Meats and Perſians, God ſhews to Paniclhow long 
the Church was to {utter under the three rhax were 
to ſucceed, and 'rwas to be for 2300 Years Topg= 
er, before the Chnrch's Deliverance' was to-be 
compleated, and Peacet and Righteouſneſs eſts- 
liſhed in the Earth, under the bleſſed and glori- 
ous Reign and Goyernment of Chriſt '2nd; his 
Saints on Earth, Dar. 7. 27. 25, with Pal. 72+ 
A 4 the 


& The Myſteries of God finiſhed. 
the whole Pſalm, Well might theſe heavy Tidings: 
cauſe his Countenance to change by the trouble 
of his Mind about this mattrer, as the Repe- 
tition,after, Dan.8. in the Deſcription of the three 
that were to reign the 2300 Years yet to come, 
As v. 19,20,21,-26. cauſed him to faint, even 
to Sickneſs, for certain days, v. 2 7. I ſay, well 
might theſe things be ſo diſtreſſing to the Mind 
and Spirit of the Prophet, when he was expeCt- 
ing Deliverance to the Church of God. For in 
this very Year, the firſt of Darime, Dan.g. 1,2. 
he underſtood by the Books of Feremiab, the end- 
' ing of the 70 Years Captivity in Babylon, toge- 
ther with God's Providence in ending that firſt 
Monarchy, Fer.27.7. they being at a loſs at which 
of the three goings into Captivity to head that 
Number before : tor there were three goings in- 
to Captivity, as 2 Chron, 36. 6. and 10. 17. 

The next thing is how to carry on this.Time of 
2300 Years, according to Scripture. And firſt I 
ſhall premiſe, 

7. Thatit 1s not ſo material to enquire what of 
| this Time is run cut, in and under each of theſe 

Monarchies,(there being ſo much time allotted by 

Divine Appointment for the whole).if we can but 

find the Time carried on in Scripture, it is ſuffici- 

ent ; for as God ſt the time then to come of the 

firſt Monarchy, in the 70 Years of his Church's 

Sufferings under it, ſo he ſets the whole time of - 
the three that were to ſucceed in the 2300 Years 
of his Church's Sufferings then to come. 

2. That Hiſtories do greatly differ, both as to 
Number of Perſon: reigning, 2nd the time that each 

reign- 


The Myſteries of God finiſhed. 9 
reigned ; that they rather confound. than help in 
this matter z and is one reaſon why Expolitors 
have ſo varied, each following him whom he liked 
beſt, and endeavouring to reconcile the Scrip- 
tures to them, when indeed we ſhould reconcile 
them tothe Scriptures ; and if they ſpeak ror ac- 
cording to them, not to hear them. And there- 
fore to proſecute my Deſign, I ind we may reckon 
up this Account of 2300 Years (fo many of them 
as were paſt at Chriſt's Death) by Scripture chus. 

Firſt, 21 Years after the 70 Years expired inthe 
ending of the Babylonian Monarchy, which was the 
time of Darius his Reign, after he took Babylon, 
before Cyrus came to the Throne, who was fore- 
told by Iſaiah the Propher, Chap. 44. 28. tobethe 
Perſon that ſhould let go God's Captives ; who 
accordingly did, Ezra 1. Now the Scriptures 
give us this account, 

1, That the Aeaes and Perſians were but one 
Monarchy. G 

2. That the Government was in the Sced of the 
Medes at the time when Babylon was taken, Dan. 
5. 31. Chap. 9. 1. | 

3. 1hat Darwm was 62 Years old when he took 
Babylon, Dan. 5. 31. (there is ſome reaſon for the 
Spirit's noting of that) ſo that he might well 
reign 21 Years more, for that 1s but 83 3 and 
many live to that Age. | 

4. That he ordered over the Aﬀairs of the 
Kingdom 1 20 Princes, and three Preſidents, &c. 

5- He,by the Motion of theſe Princes,made that 
Law, as firm as the Laws of the Medes and Per- 
frans, that Damel was caſt into the Lions Den by, 
Dan. 6. 7,8, 9, 10. 6. Upon 


io The Myſeries of God finiſhed. 

6. Upon his micaculcus D-liverance he made a 
Decree ts own the Gol of Daniel, Chap. 6. 25,26. 
and publiſhe! it rhrongh all bis Dominions. All 
theſe things muſt rake up time : and Dart is ſaid 
to proſper all his Reign. 

7. The holy Spicit gives us the Deſcription of 
this Monarchy under the Ram : He tells us that 
x \« the two Horns came yp ore after the other, and 
the laſt grew higheſt, which was Cyrus a Perſtan. 
How he.came to,the Throne, Hiſtorians differ : 
ſome ſay by Conqu-It, this conld not be : others 
by Marriag-,. or ſme natural Alliance, which is 
probable ; but that i5not. material to me, it's ſuf- 
heient that 1 find the Scriptures {ay that he came 
to the T nrone. 

< _ 8, Now theſe 21 Years. I jude, are the 21 Dzys, 

(a Day tor a Year) the Angel faith the Prince of 
.. « the Kingdom of Perſia withſtood bim, Dan, 10. 13, 

For the hetter underſtanding of which, 

(1,) InDan. 9. zfter Daniel had underſtood by 
Books the Expiration of the 70 Tears Captivity un- 
der the Babylonians, he ſers bimſelf to pray for 
Mercy and Deliverance,und hath noother Anſwer 

. than the Viſion of 50 Weeks, and the Piviſion of 
them, Dan. 9.25,26. which Account was fo begrn 

\ from the goirg forth of the Commandment to build 
| the City of Jernfalem : 7 Weeks it ſhould be build- 
|, - > ang ; and built 62 ta the JMeſſiab : and in the midſt 

of the laſk Weck the Meſſiah ſhould be cut off. So 
that In all this there is no direCt Anſwer to Daniel's 
« Prayer for preſent Deliverance ; for the Temple 
took up a long time in building, through the long 
Death vpon the Work, before the Command here 
ſpoken 
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ſpoken of for the building of the City came forth. 

; Now as his Prayer was in the firſt Year of Darms, 

ll F- rhar is, not of his being a King, but his taking Ba-,= « 

d bylon, -and fo being concerned with the Church's 

God, (for God in his Word takes little or no no- 

tice of Earthly Powers, but as in Relation to his + 

Peoplez) ſo when Dame! was even now going-out 

of the World, he ſets himſelf ro pray again, in 

Chap. 10. which is ſaid to be 5 the third of Cyrus, = 

V, 1. and has this for Anſwer, That God wasnot 

unmindful of his Prayer, as v. 12, and pives a 

Reaſon why Deliverance was not yet to come:; the 

Prince of the Kingdom of Perſia, not the Prince of 

Perſia, but the Prince of the Kingdom of Perfia, 

| (i. e, Darz#s, who, tho he was of the Seed of the 

HY Medes, was Prince of the Kingdom of Perſia) >. , 

withſtood him, that is, h13d not let Iſrael go, tho £. 

he had ſtrengthned him in his Kingdom, Chap. « 

1. 1. Now this third Year of Cyrus might pof- +» 

ſibly be but the firſt of his abſolute Reign ; for +» 

3 Pris like he might under Darzw, being old, rule - 

: two Years before his Death, becauſe *tis ſaid, » 

3 2 Chron. the laſt, and Ezra 1. 1. that in the firſt » - 

j} of Cyrnsgfelet Iſradl go; and ?is probable that + 

Damel died in the firſt of his abſolate Reign, Dart. 
laſt, for he continued but to the firſt of King Cyr. 

' Now the continuance here cannot relate to his 

| Honours that King Nebuchadnez.uar advanced him 

to, Chap. 2.48. for after his Dearh, if not before, 

| heretired and lived obſcure ar Court, Chap. 5. 
1T, 13: Neither did the Prophet Darrel come out + ; 
of Captivity, which it's like he had done, if he 
had lived to the time of liberty to return; being 

a 
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12 The Myſteries of .God finiſhed. 
a Man whoſ-: Heart was ſo engaged for the Good 
of the Churca of God : bclides, it hath been, that 
ſuch as were to ſucceed in tne Throne, have ben 
in the Management of the Government before the 
Death of him that preceded, as in the caſe of So- 
lomon: and Darin being 6: Years old when he 
took Babylon, muſt be 81 when Cyr«s came to the 
Government, if he managed theſe Afﬀairs the two 
laſt Years of his Life, as it's probable he did ; and 
83 when hedied, being the third of Cyrus his Le- 
ing concerned in the Government, but the firſt of 
bis abſolute Rule: and then he gives Libecty to 
the People of God to return and build the Temple. 
Now this Work,after they entred upon it,did ſoon 
meet with Intezrruptions in the time of Cyr, that 
made the Decree for building the Temple, Ezra 4. 
5» 24- But in the Reign of Darzus, as v. 25. with 
Chap. 5. 1. in the ſecond Year of his Reign, Hag. 
I. 1. Zech, 1.x. God ſtirred up the Spiric of his 
People to ſet about the Work afreſh, encouraged 
from the propheſying of thoſe two Prophets, ſpeak- 
ing to them from the Mouth of God, and God di- 
ſpoſing the Heart of that Prince to encourage it 
alſo, ſo that it was finiſhed in four Years (4:,e. ) the 
fixth of his Reign, Ezra. 6. 14,15. HOw many 
' Years this Interruption continued, or how many 

"Years it was between the firſt Decree of Cyrus, 
.- when they laid the Foundation of the Temple, 

» including the Years of Preparation, Ezra 3, 8,10. 
and the Decree of this Darirs, in the ſixth Year 
of' whoſe Reign it was finiſhed, rhe Prophet Ze- 
- chariah gives us an account, Chap. 1. 12. tobeſe- 


..venty Years; for the ſeventy Years here intend- 
ed, 
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ed, cannot be the ſeventy of their Captivity in > » 


Babylon, in which time they were to pray for the 
Peace of the City, and of the Place where they 
were carried Captive ; For God promiſed hat 
in the Peace thereof they ſhould have Peace, till the 
time came of their return, according to Divine 
Appointment z they were to build Houſes, to 


of 


plant and to marry, Jer. 29. 5,6, 7.-without at- . 


terpting, to return to build the Temple, till the 
ſeventy Years were out: therefore in that time to 
build Houſes in Babylon, and not God?s Houſe in 
Feruſalem, was no Crime. But the great thing 
the Prophets Zechariah and Hagg ai reprove them 
for, was this, — Conſider, 4.) The Prophets 
werecontemporary, and prophelied in the ſecond 
of Dari, the time that the Temple-work is re- 
vived and finiſhed. (2.) They rell the People, 
1. That God was ſo diſpleaſed with their Fathers, 
and now with them. 2. For what he was di(- 
pleaſed, viz. for minding their own private 
things, as Houſes and Lands, &c.. and letting 
the Houſe of God lie waſte. ' 3. The Effes, in 
blaſting all their Labours, &c. (3.) He promiſeth 
them that upon their applying themſelves to the 
Work of finiſhing his Houſe and the Service of it, 
he would abundantly bleſs them : So that the 
Prophets applying ir to that time, we have rea- 
ſon to judg, that it was no other but the Inter- 
ruption upon the Work, which was, as all ap- 
prebended, ſome conſiderablelength of time, buc 
are at great uncertainty how to reckon it, when 
the labour may be ſaved, and we at no loſs in the 
thing, when the Holy Spirit hath reckoned it for 

y5 
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14 The Myſteries of God finiſhed, 
us. Now the Scripture tclls us, that as the Work 
, Wwasreviyed after ſeventy Years Death upon it, in 
{ the ſecond Year of Darins, fo it was {iviſhed in 
his ſizth Year, Ezra6. 15: which ſixth Year was 
his laſt, Artaxerxes ſuccecding him; in the ſeventh 
| ix» Of whoſe Reign there is another Decree to beau- 
| tify the Houſe of God, and to provide it with 
Sacrifices, Ezra7.21, 22, 23, 24, 27. for this De- 


£ bl 
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Worſhip therein. In the twentieth of whoſe 
| Reign, another Decree comes forth ro' build the 
|. .>*City, Meh. 2. 1. tothe ninth ; and here begins 
AX DaniePs ſeventy Weeks of. Years. $9 that if 
this Account be right, we have a very plain and 
certain account of the time, adding the ſeven- 
ty Weeks of Years to the Death of Chriſt. I 
know It is the Opinion of moſt, if not all, to 
2 reckon otherwiſe ; and indeed they cannot other- 
| x wiſe do, that go by Hiſtory, which tells of 
| more Kings reigning, and that ſome of theſe I 
have mentioned 61d reign longer 5 25S -that this 
Darius, in the fixth of whoſe Reign the Temple 
' was finiſhed, reigned in all nineteen Years, as 
Helvicus, Junius, Aifled, and others ſay ; bur 
whence. have they the, Acconnt which we with 
_ fo much Confidence take vp from them ? It's 
> from no infallible Writ. They ſay alſo, that 
from Cyrus, including bim, there were fourteen 
Kings reigned in the Perſsar: Monarchy before it 
was taken by the Grecians alſo that Cyr inthe 
nincteenth Year of his Perſian Monarchy conque- 
red Darius the Ide, King of Babylon, All 
.which could notbe : .For, 
$2 'f. The 


F 


cree relates only to the Houſe'of God, and his _ 
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The Myſteries of God finiſhed, 15 
did in Nebuchadnezzar's Grandlion's Reign, 'Fer. 
27. 6, 7. which was Belſhazzar. , 

2. Darius, wh9 was of the Seed of the Medex, 
Dan. 9. 1. was King of Media and Perſia when he 
took Babylon, Dan. 5. 28, 31. 


3. There were to be but four Kings in Perſia - 


after Cyrus, how then could thirteen reign ? Dar. 
11. 2, The Angel, for the help of our Faith, 
tells Daniel, he would ſhew him the Truth ; and 
that there ſhould ſtand up yet (that is, after Cyras, 
for this Viſion was in the third of Cyrus, as be- 
fore I have noted ;, for the roth, x 1th, & 12th 
Chapters are- but the continuance of .the ſame 
Viſion, for, As I have noted alfo, Daniel died 
this Year) three Kings, and the fourth ſhall be 
richer, &c. — and ſhall ſtir up all againſt the 
Realm of Greece, and here this Monarchy ends. 


To ſum up all that we have ſaid, there is, 


l.-21) Ff(Of Darim, before Cyras came to 
| abſolute Regal Power. "Jn 
I. 70 Interruption after Cyrus*s Decree 
tor building the Houſe. 


I. Of Darius in finiſhiog it after the 
; > Tearse ſet to the Work —_ - 
IV. 7| | To the Decree of Artaxerzes to 
furniſh it with Sacrifices.-. . 
V. 13 To that of the 20th of Artaxerxes 
by to build the City of Jer»ſalem. 


In all 11 5 Years, after the ſeventy Years Capti- 
: vity 


1. The Babylon Monarchy was to end, and } 


®.. _ 
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tivity in Babylon was out, before they began to 

* build the Ciry Fer»ſalem again. | 
In Dan.g.34. the Angel tells Daniel,that ſeventy 
Weeks are determined upon his People and the 
Hol; City, to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, to make anend 
of Sin, to make Reconciliation for the People, and 
to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Then v.25. 
he divides them, that from the going forth of the 
Commandment to build the City ſhould be ſeven 
Weeks, that is, before it ſhould be built and finiſh- 
ed, ſolong in building, 49 Years 3 and 62 Weeks F | 
ir ſhonld be built, bat ic ſhould be troubleſome F 
times, and ſo it was with the Jews, what by the || { 
Grecian Monarchy, and, after, the Roman; for | | 
when the Meſſiah Chriſt-came, they were tributa- | { 
ry to the Romans - and in the midſt of the laſt } © 
Week the Meſſiah ſhould be cut off, but not for | ! 
himſelf, by whoſe Death the everlaſting Cove- ; : 


venant was ſealed, ratified and confirmed, and- 
alt the Typical Sacrifices and Oblations to ceaſe, 
28 now no longer uſeful to the true Church of | U 
God : and'/grear Deſolation was to enſue upon 
chat People for their Unbeliefz which according- f Þ 
ly fell out, and was brought upon them by Tiras | a 
Son of Yeſpaſian ſome Years after the Death of | I 
Chriſt, as Chriſt alſo fore-admoniſhed them. Aer. | ( 
24. 15. Luke 21, 20. Add now theſe 69 Weeks | D 
' of Years, and 4 Week (for || ®t 
69 Weeks + 486 */ \he was to ſuffer in the midſt | £ 
before Its of a Week) which amounts 
gf —( Nto 486 £5, unto the 125 
-In all 601 ANear aforementioned, and | *t 
it makes up 601 5. 
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\ As to all the other Numbers, Dan. 7. 28. of 
Time,.. Times, and dividing of Time, and the, 
ſame Daz. 12. 7. and the 1250, and the 1335 5; 
conceive all relate to the Times under the Go- 
ſpel: and in Dan. 11.31. & 12. 11. when ?tis 
ſaid the Daily Sacrifice ſhall be taken away, and 
the Abomination that makes deſolate placed in 
the room of it ; and, Dar. 12. 11. that from the 
time that this ſhall be done there ſhall be 1 290 
Days, that ts, Years, as before Dan. 8. 14. the 
Sanctuary ſhall be cleanſed, that the Purity of 
God's Worſhip ſhall be reſtor?d at the end of 
that time, and that bleſſed is he that comes to- 
1335, which is forty five more than 1290. As 
theſe relate to the Church under the Goſpel, 
and God's Worſhip there, therefore not properly 
rendred Sacrifices, as Daz. 9g. 27. but by way of 
Supplement ; ſo | ſhall ratber offer my Thoughts 
of them under that of the Witneſſes propheſy- 
ing, &c. only all muſt and do fall in within the 
tine of this great number of 2300 Years ; and 
from what hath been ſpoken to it, we may gueſs 
how long it will be before it will expire. There 
are 601 < tothe Death of Chriſt ; and if we are 
right in the Tradition of Years ſince his Birth 
(for Divine Writ beiog finiſhed a.lictle after his 
Death, we have nothing elſe to go by) raking 
off the Years of his Life, which were thicty, 
Like 3. 23: when he centred upon his Miniſtry, 
which he accompliſhed inor abour the three Years 
or. balf-Week ſpoken of by Daniel * ſo that 
thirty three from 1686, there refts 3653, which 
B - added 
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_— ae added to 601 © ' makes 
"Tor f 2300 | 2254 2, which laſt ſub. 
1653 2254 S trated from the Capital 
_ -4—— | Number 2300, there re- 
2254 + 10045 + | mains 45 4, the only o- 
verplus of Danzel!'s laſt 
Number : {o that 1 hope Deliverance to the 
Church and People of God is not far cf, and all 
our fad Sights are but good Signs. 

To:what hath been laid there is ſomething ob- 
jetted, 'thie which, with the Anſwers, take as fol- 
lowerh. 

Objeet. 1. That this Calculation cannot be right, 
becauſe it's ſ2id, that When the Foundations of 
this ſecond Temple were laid, many of the Prieſts 
and Levites, and chief of' the Fathers, that were 
antiefit Men, and had feen the firſt Tempke, 
wept ; when others that were young, and had 
nor ſeen the. firſt Houſe, rejoyced, &c. And if 
this be true, that ic wasſo long before Cp #3 came 
to the abſolute Government, and b<fore the De- 
cree for their Return out of Babylon to build the 
Houſe of God, they muſt be older than in-reeſon 
we can judg men to live; and this firſt, Berauſe 
they nwſt not be Infants when carried into Cap- 
tivity ; for then they could not remember what 
the firſt Temple was. 21y, The feventy Years of 
Captivity,and the 21 Years of Dariks beſore Cyras 
came to the Kingdom, and art leaſt a year of Pre- 
paration before they began to build, with their 
own Ape when carried Captive, which- could 
pot be in "reaſon much Tefs than 20 Years, - 112 

ears 
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ly Ma. and it's {aid there. nyere (Many 
of thoſe antient Mcn that wept, &e;« || 7.4) 
| * [IM ufw, Firſt, It's $0 be noted, for ſor is3n the 
q Sariptyres of Truth, that there was a threefald 
: going\igro Captivity. The firſt, in ithe qbird 
- Year of Fehauiakrm, 2 Kings 24. 1. With Dat f- 
] 1,.2-, Wwhigh was the firkt Year af. the Raign: of 
Nebuchadnegzar, Fer. 25. 1. In this Davd-the 
Prophet Was carried Captive, and was\busiyoung, 
ver. & This Febarakim neigned in all 1t:Ye&ars, 
2.Chron. 36. 5, Then Neb«chgdnezzer boung him 
2 | in Chains, and carrizdJhim to .Bebylor,-iv, & and 
M made Jehojachin Ring in his :ſtead, who ineigned 
three Months and ten-Days, and ghen. tbe:Kingaf - 
Babylon carried him and the reſt.of the:Vellel;ef 
* the Houſe of God, and a.great pumber;of che Peo- 
ple Captive, 2 Kings 24-10-t0 17. This was the 
ſecond gainginto Captivity. Zedekinb was made 
King by the King of .Babylon, antireigned eleven 
_ Years, ;as a Kings 24-18. .ln :the.laſt. of »-whoſe 
Reign, and the nineteenth of Nebudhadvezzar's, 
Feryſalem was taken, (as 2;Kings 25, 8. with. 
Fer. $2., 4, 5» 6, 2 11:3.) and burnt :with the 
_ Temple. This -is the third and ; laſt going)into 
at Captivity z between which 2nd thei firſt, it evi- 


5 as dently appears, that there were 18, or; 191 Years, 
Ne and the Temple was not deſtroyed till the laſb :»S0 


deir rhat-the antient Meg, ſpaken of in-Ezr4, might be 
1d of the laſt Boing into Captivity ,-9nd then there is 
" no need of reckoning them; older-than 20 Vears 
when; carried Captive, which with 51 Years/of 
the Captivity i (19 being gone before) 1and 2 1:60f 

| _* Darin, 
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Dari, is inall 92 Years; and it's very probable 
many «might live to that Age. Obj. But how 
doth it appear that, the ſeventy Years do begin 
at: the' firſt of theſe goings into Captivity ? 
Anſw. Very plainly ; For in-Jer. 28. 3. the falſe 
Prophet ſaith that the Yoke of the King of Ba- 
bylon ſhould be broken; and the Captivity ſhould 
return 4n two Years. In the 29th of Jeremiah 
the Lord tells/them that were then in Captivity, 
that they ſhould build Houſes, plant Gardens, 
.and take Wives in the Land of tbeir Captivity, 
and pray for the Peace of the Place, for in the 
Peace: thereof they ſhopld have Peace and in 
the 1oth Verſe, that aſter ſeventy Years were ac- 
compliſhed, they ſhould return, and not before : 
ſo that it is evident, that the ſeventy Years in 
God's Appointment, did begin ar their going 
ipto Captivity, that were then in Captivity, and 
notintheir Captivity That was yet to come, which 
was not till the laſt of Zedekiab's Reign. 

- Qbje, 2. Zerubbabel who came out of Capti- 
vity, the Prince and Governour, did not only lay 
the Foundation of the Houſe of God, Ezre 3. 8. 
but did alſo finiſh it, Chap. 5. 2. Now it thein- 
terruption was ſeventy Years, he muſt be very old 
when he finiſhed ir, or very,yourg,; to. be chief 
when they firſt came out of Captivity, and laid 
the Foundation. 

Anſw, We know they were reckoned Princes, 
or Chiets, by their being Elder Brothers,or Heads | 
of -Fimilies, whether yoanger or <Jder in Years; 
and he might Jive (2s doubtlels be did) all the 
time of the Interruption, and be twenty or 

| | thirty 


_—— 7 .c-c.cq- £5... 


XUM 


an at Bt. Cite 


The Myſteries of God finiſhed, 27 
thicty Years old. when he came out , of: mn, 
and be but-ninety or an bundred Years.ol1d when 
the Temple was finiſhed ; for we read tit of; him 
afterwards. - For Ezr4, who came up the ſeventh 
of Artaxerxes, and Nebentiab who came-:: the 
twentieth of his Reign, -both governed -andſet 
things in order themſclves, according tqthe Com- 
miflions they had. And what Ezre writes of 
Zerubbabel, is bat Hiſtorical, of things -paſt and 
done. Butif this be nor right, they that; ga: by 
Hiſtory muſt be much more-out, who make-the 
time between Cyr his Decree, and the fixth of 
Darius his Reign, in which it was finiſhed, [tobe 
at leaſt 124 or 126; which is almoſt double 70. 

Obpeti. 3. is about the one and twenty Days, 
Dan.16.13. ſome reckon it in the' time of \Cam- 
byſePs Reign, and ſo part of thetime of the/lprer- 
_ upon the Work after the Foundatiog, was 
laid, 

Anſw. But this could not be : For Daniel lived 
but to the firſt of Cyr«ss abſo'ute Government, 
Dan. 1. ult. He proſpered all the Reign of Darins, 
Dan. 6. ule. and in the Reign of Cyras, that's, 
to tlie firſt of. his abſolute Government; and then 
dies : For he came not out of Captivity, which 
doubtleſs he had done if he hag lived; being a 
Man whoſe Heart was ſet upon the Work of 
God, and the good of his Church. --* Others 
take it to be the one and twenty natural Days-of 
Daniel's faſting, as v. 2: But this cannot be, 
becauſe the holy Spirit, that we might not be 
miſled, reckons them twice by Weeksof Days, as 
v. 2, 3+ that we might not take them for the ſame 

B 3 rime 
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cims-afree, v.13: of one and twenty Days, as 
uſual in Scriptare, a Day for a Year. And in 
What ſeffe can we ſuppoſe that the Prince of the 
Kingdom-of Perſia could withſtand an Anſwer 
fm God of Datiel's Prayer, when the Angel 
cel him; that from the firſt day he fet his Heart 
t&underftand, &c. he was heard ? ». r2. 
Therefore to conclude, What Perfons Hiſto- 
_ #i6s' fay did reign, which the Scripture knows 
nothing of, or the time they ſay they did reign, 
isnothifig' to re :- for I cannot think that God 
tn'Hi&Word would have beenfo diſtintt and par- 
tievlat'in the Perſons reigning, and their Tirtie, 
had'it41ot been for a Guide td us to calculate by. 
- Therdf6re1et others gpo-by what Role they pleaſe, 
-F-eefite to abide by that Word, which Iknow is 
* Tits Word of Propheſy, and cannotdeccive a- 


iy thathbvethe Mind of God in it. | 
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An Ef[ay towards the anderft aniiiMe. the Time 
vE19 the Scriptures Ke Ak the Wit- 
neſſes, left in the Word for the Uſe. and 
Benefit of the Church of God. '- * | 


ND firſt, Why two Witneſſes? Firft, 
A Either becauſe the Scripture tells ys, 
That in th Mouth of two or three Wit- 

neſles every thing ay ie. eſtabliſhed, Two are 
ſufficient, and leſs are not z holding. fbrth this 
Truth to us, That let Got's faithfo! Servants be 
never ſo much reduced as-to their Namber, yet he 
hath not left himſelf without ſufficient: Witneſs 


=, 


An this World. Or, Secondly, To ſignify onto 


us the Greatneſs of that Apoſtacy that ſhonld be 
from the Truth, of which the fatfe Church 
ſhquld be* compoſed, the whale Earth wondring 
after the Beaſt, and that but few campatatively 
ſhould be” found fajthfol in the time of: the folly 
City's heing trodden under foot by theGentiles. 
Or, Thirdly, Signiſying to us, That as the 
Chorch at the time of Chriſt's coming was but 
one National Church, therefore repreſented by 
one Candleſtick, Zech. 4. 2. Now under the Go- 
ſpel,. the true Chbrch of God, the Myſtical Bo- 
dy of Chriſt her Head, conſiſts of ſeveralyifible 
Churches, and therefore is repreſerited by two 
Candleſticks, Rev. 11. 4- 

B 4 Secondly, 


24 Thi Mhſterits of God fiwiſhed. 
Secondly, Who are theſe Witneſſes ? A»ſw. 
Leaving them to their own Thoughts who take | 
them to be either the two Teſtamenrs, or Magi- 
Kracy and Miniſtry, or two particular Perſons: I | 
conceive them to be the faichfal People of God 
that have obtained Grace to: hold'the Truth of 
Chriſt in all Ages, in a faithful Adherence to him 
under all the Apoſtacies that have been made 
from him, -and Oppoſitions againſt him ; who 
have nat loved, their Lives unto the Death, 
_ Lay love they. have bad ro” Chriſt and his 


pel. 
- . Thirdly, The time of their Propheſy is ſer 
Rev. 11. 3.2nd is a DNiy for a Year. Now the 
holy Spirit ſets the time of the Witneſſes Prophe- 
ſy by 1260 Days, and the Beaſt's Reign by 42 
Months, which contain 1$ Days more than 
1260; ſo that tho theſe Numbers may begin 
together, they cannot end together 3 for 
the Beaſt's Reign being caſt into Days, viz. 
Years, it contains 1277 or 8 (reckoning the 
odd.. Day of the Leap-Years) in which is 
1% more. than 1269, And I do not fird any 
Fooxteps:.in the Word, to lead me to look 
for the Beaſt's 42 Months beginning before the 
Wineſſes 1260 Days, or any thing rending that 
way . bot..,upon ſerious thoughts do find.in car- 
rying it 0n.170r 18 Years beyond the time of the 
Witnelles Propheſy, a Beam of Light breaks 
forth; to a time by us generally overlooked this 
not being underſtood : and it's this, that inter- 
' val between the Wicneſles Reſurreftion and Aſ- 
cenſion ; which is a cloudy and dark'time, for 
they aſcend in a Cloud, Now 
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Now that which led me to theſe thoughts are 
the 11, 12,13, and 14 Verſes of the 11 of che 
Apec. where I find, 

if, That upon the Witneſſes fulfilling their 
Teſtimony, they of Anti-Chriſt that are Dwek 
ters in that Street where the Witneſs is finiſhed, 
wage War againſt them to cheir Slaughter 3/ and 
npon their Reſurrection, afcer their lying' dead 
the 3 Daysand +, the fear of all thoſe which 
ſaw them, wrought no other effe, than'td ren- 
der them thoughtful what might be the evencof 
this, 

2aly, Between this and their Aſcenſi ion ered is 
an ge” be of time : For, 

. Upon their Aſcenſion there is 'a great 
yoice from Heaven ſaying, Come «p bither. 

2. So that upon their Reſurreftion, they were 
not immediately advanced to that State: Nor, 

3. Had their ReſurreC(tion thoſe effe&ts vpon 
their Enemies as their Aſcenſion hath. By the 
firſt indeed great Fear ſeized them, but by the 
latter they are alfrightned or terrified, ſo asto 
put them upon acknowledging the band of the 
Lord'in his former as well as preſent Works, 

34y, They aſcend in a Cloud, beſpeaking it 
wii} be a dark and cloudy time between their 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion, hardly Day or Ni br 

4thly, Their Aſcenſion, with what attends'ir, 
compleats the ſecond Wo, and vſhereth. in a 
third Wo quickly * then 'a quick work will the 


Lord make upon the Earth. 


Now -if theſe thoughts prove cipht, then to 
If 
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1 4btheSlaughter was in 1685, then add to that 
36, is makes 1903 : but here we may beunder 
ſome miſtake in our reckoning from Chriſt ; for 
Ke tearned Men that have taken pains abavut it, 
40 the learned Ar. Croſs, &c. ſay we have loft 
two Years, and that our 1698 is in truth 1700. 

-Put then all theſe things together, and if true, 
how near are we ;to ſome greet, yea very great 
things and Providences of God in the World. 

+ And do' we not fſce that notwithſtanding the 
late:Revolntion, . the late War and Peace, the 
Antichriſtian Power is in as great Ruff as for ſome 
Apes/;paſt : but when-the hour of the Earth- 
quake ſhall come, a ſhort work will the Lord 
"make on the Earth ; for the term Hour always in 
Scripture denotes ſhortneſs of time, and ſudden- 
-nefs of the thing. -The third Wo comes quick- 
Iy.s God will hardly. give them hreathing time 
il} berween the 6tb-and 7th Vials. ' But upon the 
Earth-quake the Kingdoms of the World be- 
come Chri{t's, the thixd Wo coming upon the 
Hecls on it , which the Lord haſten. 

': Fourthly, Their:Work is implicd 4n the Name 
eiven them; they are”called Witneſles, To 
:; make a Perſon a-true Witneſs, he muſt have a 
fall) knowledg of what he ſays or teſtifies, 1 eh, 
r./ 1,74, 3- Therefore they are God's Children 
heveintended, that have expericnced the things 
they teſtify umo4 ſo the Matter of their Teſtimo- 
«ny is that, 4: 1.8, to teſtify of Chriſt bis Perſon 
and Offices, the, alone Mediator, as revealed, 
opened and held forth in the Goſpe], which is 


that upon which the true Church of God is built, 
Epheſ. 
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Epbef. 2. 194, 20, Or. empiecaat: gived 
_ Gentiles whilk the ' Court--and holy 
City is giver to them to tread under foor-fot- 
ty two Months, in whick. eine the Witneſs 
here-intended are ta propheſy and teſtify tot] 
Eruths, that others under a Name and Profebgn 
of Cliriſt'apoftatized from, 2nd intraded their 
fat Doctrines and Corropcians, inſtead of 'the 
Truths andatrue Worthip of God, Ads 20. z2oh. 
2 T befſ. 2, 1, 24'3z &c. » Tam. 4. x,'2, 3, '6cc. 
2 Tim 3. 1, 24 34 44 5- 1 Pea. 3. the whi 
ter, and z Ptr.'2, the whole Chapter, the Epiſtte 
of Jude : all are propheticalof great Apoſtacies that 
wovld be fromthe Traths and Paricy of the Go- 
ſpel; Now, I fay, the Work of the Witneſles &, 
to ſtand vp for the Defence of. the Goſpel, ail 
they ſhallkdo ſofar 1260. Years together, andthen 
they are ſlain and. lie dead ifor three. Days anda 
half, that is, three Years and a half then. the'Spi- 
rit of Life from God ſhall come-upen them. : | 
Fifthiy, T heir finiſhing their Teſtimony. | This 
mult ether reſpect their Teſtimony it ſciggor the 
Time allotted to them, that is, the r26& Years. 
I conceive'the firſt is intended ; for after or when 
they ate upon the finiſhing it; thereisa freſh War 
made upon them, in which they that make the 
War upon them prevail, ſoas to overcome-them, 
and kill thetn, ' and then they lie dead for 3 Yeats 
and a half. Now how: long tine this War fhall 
take up, is not ſaid. And If the holy Spirit who 
had been ſoexaCt in ſetting down the time of 
1260 Years06f theit Propheſy, and thertiregays 
and half of their lying dead} had os ** 
. &- 


es - The Myſteries of God finſbed. 
between both,” the Church of God bad been at as 
great Uncertainty, as if no/time had been ſet; 
Phereforeif we take the finiſhing their Teſtimony 
toreſpect their Work, then it is our:Concernment 
to conlider wherein this finiſhing part doth lie : 
And that I conceive to be in bearing witneſs to 
the Kingly Office of Chriſt. His Prophetical 
and Prieſtly Offices were firit witneſſed to z Snd 
this hath. been lately conteſted for, even to blood, 
inthe late. Wars.in England, as the other had been 
before upon which this laſt War has been com- | 
menced. ' The -Teftimony hath [been further 
confrmed in the. Martyrdom of mary of thoſe 
concerned in. the >finiſhing of this Teſtimony. 
The'Snfferings.of the Church in theſe late Years 
have |bgen carried, on 3gainſt her otherwiſe than 
in former Ages, in: other Methods, and under 
other Names and Pretences ( the: Beaſt taking 
it upon! himſelf | ta -perſecute them as Rebels, | 
and not as Hereticks only) all beſpeaking that | 
the time of finiſhing the Teſtimony 1s come, and 
the, Wir commenced, and it may. be an over- { 
comm, if not killing alſo. { 
Sixthly,, Where : 1$/this to be ? Af. It will be 
there'where this finjſbing part of the Witneſs to t 
Chriſt. is born, for there the laſt War is, and || ! 
overcoming and killing will be : And where they x 
ſhall Jie dead, and \where they ſhall riſe, when , 
the Spitic of Life from God comes upon them. | 
Now where ſhall all theſe things be ? The holy 3 A 


Awe 
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Spirie tells vs, it ſhall be in the Street of the great } © 
City, Rv..11, 8. got in all the ted but in one | B 
Street;-.and vpor*their Reſurre&tion the tenth | {4 
CE part, | ® 
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part of 'the City falleth, not the whole"City" 
once, v. 13. So that in the Street or King! 
where the Teſtimony hath been finiſhed, there 
the reſt follow, and there the Deliverance of the 
Church ſhall begin, to an utrer overthrow. of all 
her Perſecutors and mortal Enemies. * 

Seventhly,, When ſhall this be? Af. To know 
the beginning and end of theſe Times and Things, 
there are two ways of calculating. The one is 
beginning at the Head of a Number, ſo reckon- 
ing forward to its end; the other is backwards, 
as Daniel did, Chap. 9. beginning our reckoning 
at the end of the Number, and ſo reckoning to the 
beginning. Now by oneof theſe ways, .jn God's 
time, we ſhall infallibly know. But to the Que- 
ſtion : I ſuppoſp both'ways may be a help to 'vs 
now, and Scripture-Numbers have a Dependance 
one upon. the other 3 and there lies the Harmony 
of them, when that is underſtood. The great 
Number, which includes all the reſt, throughout 
the Sufferings of the Church of God nnder the 
three laſt of Danie!'s four Monarchies, is that of 
2300 Years,which I have endeavoured to carry on 
by Scripture to the end of it, within forty five or 
forty four Years, from the 'Year of our Lord 
1686. There are two other great Numbers” in 
Daniel, Chap, 12. one of 1290, the other 1335, 
which is forty five morethan the other z ſo "that 
altho they both begin together, they 'do-not both 
end together by 45 Years. That they begih ro> 
gether is evident, for the 45th is the Addition of 
ſo many to the 1290 3 therefore it is ſaid, © 
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i begia at the 1290, it ſhall not 
| puuaraved pr - 45 more; therefore bleſſed is 
he thas lives till that time : 1s that when-exer 
theſe 1335 Years begin, they end with the 2300 
Fears alſo, Again, - the 20 is thirty more 
than) 1260, in Rev. 1 1. therefore tho they may 
«ad togerher, yet they cannot begin together, 
And becauſe of this, Expalitors have, generally 
judged, That the 1290 in Daniel relate to the 

i, and the 1260410 the Gentle Church, but 

y what reaſon I cannot be ſatisfied. Hence 
they begin this 1 290:at Fulsan*s attempting to re- 
þoild the Temple ; the reaſon of which was this, 
he bad apoſtatized from Chriſtianity,, and re- 
ſtored the Geuegde Worlhip and Sacrifices, and as 
an Afﬀronc to Chriſtians, put the Jews upon ſacri- 

ing alſo, 'who told him that it was not lawful 
for chem, but inthe Temple at Feryſa/m,; there- 
fore he orders them to ;build it, which they at- 
eempted to do, but could but attempt, for God 
by his knmediate Power prevented them. This 
Julian began his Reign -in 365, and reigned but 
three Years, ſo that this Qpinjon Time bath con- 
fated : For add #290-t0.368, it-makesbut 

363 1658, at which time they reckon'd the 
i299 Fews would be called, but no:ſuch thin 
——— math been: Therefore they expou 
1658, all theſe places which we read Sacryfices, 

with a Supplement, in Dar. 8. 12. Chap. 
14, 31, Chap. 12.11. to intend the Jewiſh Wor, 
ſhip, which Jalan attempted to ſet up in Con- 
froxrof Chriſtianity, to bethe Abomination-that 
makestteſolate: for all ar any of which.I _— 
| reaſon. 
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reaſon. It is properly tranſlated Sacrgfce,it 
place, as Chap. 9. 26, 27+ And thi | ki £0 
the taking away of the Sacrifices then in 'bein 
of God's own Appointment,. which! accopdi, 
were taken away, as Chriſt himſelf alſoadmauilh» 
ed, Mat. 24 15. by Taw && \.. ſ 
But the Abomination which makes deſolate, l 
conceive is ſome Corruption in the Goſpel-Wars 
hip, the true Worſhip of God ; and therefore 
ſeeing we, as before, find the Apoltle concerned 
ſo much in forewaraing the Church by a Spirit of 
Propheſy, of what bad alſo been exprefly fore- 
rold by the Spirit of God ; if it was exprelly fore» 
told, it muſt be written ſome where or other, and 
take the Apoltle's own Expolition, 1 Tim,g. 1,243» 
Why may we not rather reckon this to be..the 
Abomination to Aſtoniſhment, foretold. by. Da- 
niel? and this came in the 383d Year, when Syri> 
cis was Biſhopof Reme, and continued 15 Years; 
in his time Marriage was forbidden to the Prielts: 
and in the 425% Year Celeftinus was'Biſhop of 
Rome, and continued eight Years, he \allumed, the 
Temporal Power, as 2 Tm. 3. 1, 2,445. and why 
we may aot begin theſe Numbers here, 1 woutd 
begladto underſtand. In the laſt of which. 
conceive Antichriſt did make his firſt viſible Ap» 
pearance inthe World : fo that add the | 
1260 to 425, it makes 1685, and you 425 
bring it tothe end of 2300 Days, with- 1260 
in forty five Years, or a Year or tWwa, 
which time 1 conceive is allotted to papr ., 2685 
out the Vials, and to- accomplith-the greag 
Revolutions in, that {hell come vpan'the Sarkly 
-| 
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-order to the” poſſeſſing of the Kingdom that 
ball 'be given to' the Saints of rrtiac ry, > 

7. 26,27, 28; There is Time expreſſed, by 
tive, Times, ed dividing of Time, three times in 
Scripture 3 'as Dan.' 9. 25. & 12.9. Rev. 12.14 
I find Time thus expreſſed but in one place more; 
and that is Dar. 4- 23. whete iUs certainly-taken 
for. Years ; and' by what Rule we ſhould conſtrae 
it otherwiſe in other plates, | ſee not; And that 
in Der. 12. 11. ſcems plainly to relate to a ſpe- 
cial time of rhe Enemies accompliſhing to ſcatrer 
the Power of the holy People z then” all ſhall be 
en; (5. e. the Sufferings of the Church; or 

liverance ſbsll "thence begin, and bear date 
from the end of this three Years and half. In 
Dax. 7. 25. he'tells who ſhall aft this laſt part, 


compared with Rev. 11. and in' Rev. 12. 14. how 


God even in that time gd es for his Church 
when the Devil pours out his laſt Wrath upon her, 
knowing his time is ſhort : and what time this 

thould be; except the three Years and balf of the 
Mars >; n- I —— w the time —_ 
Babylon ſhall ſay in ber Heart, ſhe fit! a Buten, 

ſee no Sorrow. Widew-hood or loſs - B+ dren any 

more, having accompliſhed what ſhe had been 1260 

Days 1abouring at, the Slaughter and Death of the 

Witneſſts, whom ſhe hath now deadar her Feet : 


Therefore they make merry, ſend Gifts to one 
another, not knowing how near Deſtruction is at 
her Door ; ſhe being, like/Pharaoh of old, but a 
you and paſt her time. For I conceive the 


bs cannot be ſaid to propheſy. when dead, 
| this time follows immediately opon om 
en 
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added to 10 
25 1688 and an half, which wis the very ay 3e'0! 
s lifting. up.bis Hagd by bis preſent Profil 
Fl to-ſave theſe diſtreſſed Nations, 
_ Lhavealready in this Eſſay upon the 
Nambers ſhewed the 2300 Years was the tine 
the.Churches Sufferings unger the laſt of” Danie 
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e four Monarchies, .the. firſt of whi 

n begin: according y the Scriptnre-At 

t; wit, the Medes and Perſians ; bell ”whict 
7 Yeats was to be. run.out io, | Tel 

h Church. of the Jews, which, ended | in' 


r, | of Chriſt; and in which:cime the timeWor * 
is | two'firſt of the three was run pur, to wit, 'the 
ne | AMedesand Perfian,. and the Greetalf® and the' Rob 
-n | -, the-laſt .4 four, was in being, mm 
a8 | which Chriſt ſi » and under which the 'ri 
my | of. the timesof cheSalferings of the Ch 
5o | der +the. Goſpel-Diſpenſation ſhoald't Factoll | 
be | pliſhed.. Now take 501 Years from 2 

e: | There retain 1699, ' Years, "ih whic 
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\abnced;upon them alſo that have their Lot in 
ehat-Time) 45, which makes. up, being added 
9. 1290,1335, the laſt, npmber ſet in the Old 

4y 


:-Now.wby may we not reckon ghus : (For the 
it_aith-in Dan. 12. 4: Many ſball ran to and 
fro, and Knowledg ſhall bs iereaſed.) Add to this 
i699, the 33 Years of Chriſt's Life, and it makes 
1732, which brings it t&-hþur common reckoning 
fromthe Birth of Chriſt.' And take what hath 
been ſaid for our Rule to reckon by, and we pro- 
ceed thus:. Firſt, . Take off the 45 Years from 
17324there remains 1687 z the 45 Years being the 
ſer time for the Ruin of Antichriſt, in pouring 
out the are wy ſounding of the ſeventh Trum- 
t, and laſt Wo, and Accompliſhment of all the 
evolutions in the World, and ſetting the 
Kipgdog of bis dear Son. "Now take off the 
three Years and an balf of the Witneſſes Death, 
there remains 1684; take off from this 1260, 
there remains 424 3. bow doth this fall in with the 
beſt Reckonings yet extant of Antichriſt's Riſe ? 
- Bur-by this way of reckoging, we are wholly 
- goveracd-by Scripture. Account 5 and the-other 
by Marks and Signs, which bave been of ſingular | | 
uſe in their times to. the Church of God, and by  -: 
which there have been ſuch Diſcoveries made” of 
that accuſed State, by which the” Faithfol have 
been helped by Grace. to ſaffer under (rather | 


n imbark with) Gs: 3 
F ) 4 d.Patience, 


uction of Antichriſt in h 
ſet in the | zptures. EY f 
| And 
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nor the Sigge irwyfa Scripture of 
ora. ng Ruin aptte tr 10t' obf 
mours, bat Wars themſelves? -What Cot 


 aretheNations in? and not only the C6 NA 


and ſhaking of Governments, but ma 
quakes, the like nev / "Hole of, ſo-px 
web n ſo few Years. Log. are all the f01- 
ngof the Word of God, could we bttrightly 
apes them tothe word, and the Word tothem, 
all fore-ruciners of that Myſtical Earthquake TT” 
11. 13, Upon the Aſtenſionot the Wirnelſes, 
which our Lord Jeſus will intredoce and et v his 
Kingdom, propheſied'of in Da#el - the firlt In- 
troduction of 1t will be' by the *Aſtcenligh 'of the 
Witnefſes; and that follows fpon it! Nver 13 
to the end'of the 11th Chapter.” 

"Now for as munch as'this is like hope boi 
one Street of that great City, ic may be neceſſÞry 
to enquire which of the Streety it is * for Teon- 
ceiye the underſtanding of this tay be of great uſe + 
to oor Faith, both in his Word, and of 'higPro- 
vidence and Works in the World, in his foth1- 
ling of ir;” And however all are concern'd to 
make their gue Obſervations, God exrendi 
Signs of them more univetſally over the'W« 
yet thoſe whoſe Lot'is in that place where 
glorious Works of God'ſhall- have =—_y 
ning, are more eſpecially concern'd #nd' a 2c 
know theth : and therefore; ; 3% IS 

1. Its rhe - Et eſſe F ! 
their T 3 R0,s 'f, 
finiſMeAtheir Ti imony, 
the Beaſt thin aſctn 
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«Thien of 
tne an) thn and ſhall overcome them, 
and kill them. cy 

2. Where they are lain, there they lie dead the 
three Daysand half, ver. 9, 9, 11. And their dead 
Bodies. ſhall lie in the Street, &c. ſhalli ſee their dead 
Bodies three days and an half, And. after three days 
and bony la alf, the Spirit of Ohee from God = enter 


3-; This is. but in one Street, or in the Domi- 
nion of one of the tenKings that had given'their 
The or Strengthgo' the Beaſt, Rev. 17. 12, 13. 

Horns which thou ſaveſ, are ten Kings 
ave received no Kingdom as yet, but receive 
rat. Kings one hour with the Beaft. © They bave 
one and ſhall give-their Power and+Strength 
rothe Beaſt. Theſe ſhall make war. with the Lamb, 
&c. -Rev. 1x. 8. And their dead Bodiea ſhallwlie* in 
he" Street of the great City,” &c. and this Street is 
a. tenth: part of. the City Babylon.; For upon 
, their Aſcenfion, Antichriſt ſhall loſe: that part 
of his Dominion-or Kingdom for ever, where 
the-Witnefles were ſlain, ver, 13. Andthe tenth 
part of "the City fell, and in the Earthquake were 
ſlain of Men (or of Names of Meng} 7000,” So 
ehat none of theſe things are to be done and ac- 
eeiuphted in and --over -the whole, Dominion 

Jorf uh ng t univerſally, but only in, one Street 

gdom of thoſe tem that had giyen up their 
Povier. or Strength re Antichriſt. I mean either 
finiſhing the Te y of and- ynto Jeſus 


it ares Antich the Witneſſes, or 
the Tony is Tet 


againſt them upon it, 
| or overcoutdiog, or killing; a Tieive dead, or Re- 


{urrettion, 
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ſurre&tion,” or Aſcenſion-of theſe Witneſſes; 'all = 
theſe are to. be tranſatted in one Street of that 
great City: PRE E DET SEATED. (3? 077 

The next Inquiry then will be, which of _— 
is ic-? for it-iga Street, -and a —— of- 
City : So thatthe Holy Spirit muſt be luppoſed 
intend and comprehend thoſe ten. Kingdoms: thas 
gave'their Power and Strength to the Beaſt 'in ' 
Rev. 17. by agd in thifCity here intended. in. the 
1 1th'Chapter, and -no other Kingdom or Domini» 
on whatever: That it's but- in one of theſe ten 
where theſe things are to be done :- and altho-ir 
is faid, that they of the Peoples, and Kindrgds, 'and 
Tongues, and: Nations, ſball ſee their dead Badies 
three days and an half, and ſhall not ſuffer their drad 
Bodies to be pit in Graves, Rev..11: 9. being here 
deſcribed\to us in the very words the Angel de- 
ſcribes the Subjects of. Antichriſt at large in Chap, 
17. 15.-et in this Chap. 11:9.) it's expreſt with 
a limitation, They of them, intimating thus much 
to us, that as theſe things werenot to be ated 0- 
ver all Antichriſt's Dominions, ſo-it could not'be 
viſibleto all; yet thoſe that did ſee it were. made 
merry by-it,,and'did what they could to props- 
gfe the 'Knowled# of it, by ſending Gifts and 
Significatiqngpf it as far as they could,' ver. 106% 

But to come to a more direct Anſwer to the 
Enquiry, which of the ten ? -- v,- + * 

1. It muſt be in the Street where the finiſhing 
Part of the Teſtimony ig, born.” Ir's awned/ 
many that the finiſhing Pie lies in bearing; 
neſs to the Kingly Office of Chriſt more eſpetially%y 
and that it-doth fo, ſeem#to be put palit-Contra- 

C 3 & diction 


++ 1 
nd of the Chapter. 


Dominion. 1s now-for ever loſt, ver. 1 s for bim 
6 DFaFay of 


(2.) A Declaration that the ſecond Wo is paſt, 
that. js,.jn what fel] out under this Providence of 
the Aſcenſon-of the Witpelles g »that the 
third Wo contain'd in the ſeven Vialsnow to be 
poured. forth, cometh quickly, ver. 14... '* 
--(3.) Theſeventh Angel ſounds, and proclaims 
That - the Kingdoms of this World are become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord, ard of his Chriſt, ver, v5. 
Before their being ſlain, they teſtifed that it be- 
longed to Chriſt, as King, to be King'of Saints 
ayd Nations, and. put in their Cliim for.it in his 
Right, for which the Beaſt in ver. 17. falls. upon 
them,” &c, but. now they +are riſen, they make 
Seiſurein bis Right and Authority. 

- 2, I:-muſt be 49-one of thoſe Kingdoms that 
made one of the ten; it- muſt not be any petty 
Commonwealth or Prineipality that might own 
and be of the Romiſh Faith, and fo' be as truly 
* 'Antichriſtian as any of the gen Kingdoms ate, 
or. were: for then 3t would multiply the Streets 
of this great City,. and Soveraignties of Antichriſt 
tomore than twice ten. - When the. holy Spirit 
deſcribes this City by ten Streets, and his Do- 
igion,by. ten Kingdoms, we may include the 
Þtincheby-aley Ines of this great City 3 
r there are few great Cities but have many by- 


Lanes; Alleys aud Conrts, beſides principal Streets. 
<>: "hf : 3 It 
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the Light of 1 NC CIEArLy | 
ae gi for the Wirnel that is bc 2. 1s. that 
thei QT are Mich z and bo s calPd the akin 
imony, Which It could not 
were it not bat with. Ertdencef Fl 
and Truth, asit is in Jeſus. Ant! that which 
follows theic Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion,” fur-" 
ther confirms it to us :2for the Dec moe 
ha thoſe of the People, Kindreds, Tongues 
d Nations, that,.” when the Wi 

pou, .made., merry, &c. upon thus; z 
Earthquake that- follometh their Aſcepſion,. 
terribly afrighted.;, and. it hath chis CR > 
on them when it Med? ver; itt they give G 
ry..te the God of Heaven, When Tudg- 
ments of God in the Vials, that ſuddenly. after e 
poared forth upon the other Parts of Antichrilt's 
Territories, have no ſuch Effect, that? Il 1 
under the Blindneſs and Darkneſs of Page 
niſm ; for they repent not to give Glory t 
Rev. 16. 9. But blaſpheme the God o Fete 
becauſe of their Paing and their Sores," on Es 
nor of their Deeds, Chap.. 16. 11. br 
whole, mA Kivgd0. is there of all o. ten; 9 
any of thefe-things have. been done, if not, ih 
Great Britain? or can be ſap poſed. r0.co 
near the anſwering and fulfiog x theſe =, ies 
ſo far as they have in the Providence of 
fulfilled ? 

For firſt; What. a gldrions Beam 
Lighr'did break. orth in the late Ciyil 
Enland, and” pow VErnels org, to, 


+ 


and  Avevrift and 'fo nr a$ he? Ware 
not the Owning and Succeſſes. God gave to his 
Pedple in that Day, ſtupendousand wonderful, 
not only in the Temporal Deliyerances and Bleſ- 
ſings beſtowed upon them, but more eſpecially in 
the”great Work of Conyerſion ?' What Multi- 
tudes were turn'd. from Darkneſs to Light, from 
the Power of Sin and Satan to the living God ? 
How were the Mioiſters fill'd with the Spirit, and 
what a Miniftry did God raiſe up bath in the'Ar- - 
my," Cities and Countries ? how many Churches 
ted ? May we not owe: wat we now enjoy 
ro'that Day, Tod God'sAp rw with and for” 
his People in it? What Diſcoveries of the Dark- 
neſs that over-ſpread theſe Nations by Superſti- 
tion and Human Inſtitutions received'by Tradi- 
tion,. that gendred to Popery, was there made by 

fp? Light of the Goſpe! that broke forth in that 


"econ ly, Was not Vertve inc raged, and 
banchery ſuppreſt ? tt wasa ſhame fo 
be viciovs. They that were drank; were drunk in 
the Night. © Whilſt Vertue knd Sobriety walked 
in"the Light, profane Sinners ſovghttheir. Cor- 
— to at their Uncleanneſs in, and durſt not 
| r openly wicked. What Reputation was 
"Nation 1n, reverenced at home, and feared 
of? How many oor Wretches reformed 
& wn and diſembled a compliance wich 

t Providences of God, until a turn of 
rk them | opportunity to difcover =1 
the 


; n 1% ; - 
the World. how they had diſembled*with Gogr® | 
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Thirdly, that which might: put the Queſtion 
out of donbt, 1 that which followed upen-theſe. 


orks and Prgyſdences of God for the-fulfilling- - 
his Word : for the Text tells us, * Chap. 11. 9. 
That the Witneſſes upon the fulfilling their Te- 
ſtimopy, muſt undergo a ſevere War, with: the 
Beaſt, &c. wherein the Beaſt was in the Will.of 
God (for holy and wiſe Egds) to prevail,” over-- 
come and kill chem.” In ver, 3. God ſays be will 
-give Power wato bis two Witneſſes to propheſy 1260 
Days, that is, Years. Now when they ſhall have' 
finiſhed or are about'to finiſh their Teſtjm 
the Beaſt raiſesthis War npon them, which ends 
in their Slaughter and Death ; fo that, upon 
God's Witneſſes finiſhing-their Work by way of 
Prophecy againſt Antichriſt, he finiſheth higWork 
againſt them in their $[augtſter and Death, Das. 
I 2.7. And whett be ſhall have accompliſhed to ſtatter 
the Power gf the "boly People, all theſe things ſhall be 
(hed, ; | | $0.4 * 
* How many Years this War ſhall take up before 
the Reaſt obtains his Will upon the Wirnelles, "is 
not ſaid ; ' but Time, by the maniner of wording 
it, it muſt take 3 and all, part of the r260'days: 
And have we not ſeen theſe things fulfilled 'be- 
fore our Eyes in this Nation ſince the late-Civil- 
Wars? Was yor Satan early'#t work to coutſtes 
work God in his Proves? For when th 
Light of the Day was fuch as to diſcover”! 
make manifeſt thoſe Errory in Pfineiple anfÞr 
tice of this Nation ' profeſlivig Clit 
1s IYGLION  PTOSTHIS Ca gave; 


in own got mer 
in { ers pr 4th 4 & 43. 11.) 


Writy and Truth 
:and Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus 
Chritt ? And- how did-+this Nation apoſtatize, 
- Ind:;many Profeſſors, not only from the Works of 
Gad.- (Pſal. 106. Tp 9 TO, 1.1, 12413» 14 I5f 
16:) -but the Purity of Worhip alſo.? And how 
did- Gad' ſuffer- this-late Generation, in giving 
themup to their, Hearts Luſts, - to degenerate 
mow: all manner of Profanity and Debauchery of 
«Life, that no Nation. profeſling Chriſtianity was 
more likg- Sedo-r. for all manner of /Unclcanneſs, 
2od-Egyp for Oppreſſiog and Perſecution, and to 
ten back to ſuch a degree to the Antichriſtion | 
Abomjnations; that nothing leſs than Fopery it 
felt was-indulged and propagated io the midſt of 
us, ahd prevail'd.ſo far as to be;enthroned, in ſo 
much: that if ſuch as- profeſs the Obſpel will 
make open Profeſſion of it. it muſt be by a dil- 
| 


penſing Power from him that «was ayowedly of 

» Romiſh Church {ſo that the ' Liberty - they 

muſt be held upon- the Tenure Antichriſt 
ſaw 'meet to give for a-preſent Expedient, and 
nat vpon Chriſt's. Authority, , upon , which his 
Chorch is built ?- Now what a greater Death can 
Tots cole to Cari agar Antichriſt be ſup- 


&d-to--lie under, than ſych 2 Spiritual Death 


@s His, to: take-what, Liberty they have upon 
| as Anjacbriſt ſees meet>for his own 
wk Az be | 


F Intereſt 
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were enabled thereto ? bath 
As God's Mats expounded hig Pr, | 


| ought to: be duly conſidered): and-altho 


 ThaShPrric af 
lntorek to:giyey ta have Pope 
without any -Qppoſition agal 
as openly incouraged_ it and pr | 
and pray d for. in that, Capagity 4n wbk 
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Word, fo has not his Providence opened this 
us? for. no. ſooner was. the late Generation ion. 
ſtor'd, but did not they:ſpend-cbe time..of x 
Reign ia deþauching the Nation, and fy 
the Power of Godlineſs, #nd carry on the; 
againſt the Witneſſes by. a Series of Perſecuiony 
labouring to bury all the late Works of- 
Witneſs to the Reade, BI Chriſt, Gy, Th 
ion, under, the moſt- opprebri 
inations, and eons pid il 
cu off the moſt excellent | a God had m 
vſe of, whoſe Blood and Death was agrent 
Confirmation tothe Witneſs born ?. And-how did 
others betray and give vp that Cauſe of God, ip - 
accepting Pardons? And how evidently was: all 
this to. the introducing Popery it ſelfy- for; 19 
ſooner did K. James come to. the Crow 
Papery was openly incouraged, indulged a 
feſs'd in all Corners of the Nation, who came: 
the Throne in 1685, and 'was abdicated-in-+#688;; 
ſo that;:he did not continue aboye three Years 
and an half, or thereabout, when God: w—_ 
this great and ſtrange Revolution in the 
us. Now when the Providences of -Gad 
ſo expreſlyyro the fulfilling of.. his Ward, 4 


Perſons-mdy: reaſonably be, under,ge 
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of Mind from the Conſideration of- ſo little 
therto following this late Revolution, that looks 
e what is to ſucceed the Reſtoration of the Wit- 
neſſts 5\-upon which account I offer theſe things 
to Conſideration. + 32:64 

Rev.'#1. 14. And aftey three ys and an balf, 
the Spirit of Life from God entred into them: by 
 virtue'of 'which they are raiſed to ſtand upon their 
Feet; {and the Fear that befals them that ſee 
them; doth not poſſeſs them.rill rhey are upon 
their Feet: Apd'is there not a ſtrange Fear (un- 
accountably) has befallen many ? There mnſt be 
ſanething of a Finger of God in this :' however, 
here is pothing -but a Fear befalling them till 
ver, 426 till. the great Voice from Heaven comes, 
faying to them, Come ap axrber. Here is an Inter- 
val of time between 'their ReſurreCtion and Aſ- 
cenſion; and I ſuppoſe ig is the-17 or 18 Years of 
the' Beaſts 42 Months, » which run- beyond the 
- Witneſſes 1 260 Years of their Prophecy. But 
n6 ſooner doth-this Voice come, than it's obey- 
ed';'they aſcend, but it's in a Cloud, yet ſo as 
their Enemics behold it. © What this Voice is, and 
what is meant by the Cloud, is worthy to be. at- 
rSnded to : - however, they have Enemies, and 
they remain ſo till their Aſcenſion 3 fo: that all 
the Oppoſition: is no Contradiction, but: ſeems 
rather to be a Confirmation. 
£ Upon their Aſcenſion into Heaven there are 


Feit Appearances of God againſt- all of Anti- 


riſt in; that ' Street "or Nation where thoſe 
things are wrought; for that Part or Street 
of eity*C falls by 'a terrible ay 
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that it ſhall for ever be loſt to the An-. 
tichriſtian Stare; ſo as to'retain any hw the 
thing Anticbriſtian by Law from thar . Text- 
time, but not till then. - Another Ef- . Rey. $ 
fect of the Earthquake, is the fall of fo. - +4 
many Names of "Men; that rill then will be conti- 
nued, . and then ſhall ceaſe for ever. 

A third is, the Remnanr ſhall be ſo arighted 
to give Glory to God : as Judgment to ſome; 
Mercy to others will follow theſe Pro nant 
God in the Nation. And it is not the-Nameor 
Greatneſs 'of any can ſecure them from the. Judg- 
ment :| nay, they ſeem to be Men of the greateſt 
Figure that areliketo meet with it and 1 | 
do well if Men would but timely conſid - 
the procuring Cauſe, what it- is that w expo 
them in that day, their adhering to what is Anti- 
chriſtian, and Enmity to ſuch as witneſs wap 
and by how much there is reaſon to believe they are 
near, even at the door: for if it benot, all 
the fad Tragedy of the War, with an overcoming 
of, and Slavghter of the Witneſſes, is ſtil tobe 
ed: and if we ſhould indulgeour ſelves, and tranf 
fer it to ſomgother part of 'the World, caniwe- 
think to live at eaſe when the Devil in ſuch Wrath 
is making his laſt Efforts againſt the "Churches 
God, Rev. 12.12, 17? No certainly,” it may fare 
lirtle better with us, than it did with the Pros 
teſtanrs in France, - when theſe thiiigs were'aQting 
tately in England; or if otherwiſe, * wheres that; 
Fellowſhip with the Chutch'of God, * and that 
Frame of Mind to diſpoſe aright thereto, *to caſb4 
things of this naturevut of our Thou % 
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out any. expettation of their fulfilling, or de 
ro boos God ji order thereto ? It's certain- 
ly of dangerous Conſequence ; it's as tolerable to 
think the World fiever had a Beginning, as to 
think it ſhall never end ;, tothigk there ſhall be no 
18; 94; rf atlaſt, ast6 think Antichriſt ſhall 
not be judged here : for God hath ſpoken both 
the one and the other ; and his Word will ſpeak 
and fiot lie. in his appointed time. | 
Butwhar if ir ſhould be according to this Eſſay ? 
then how near we may be to this terrible. Earth- 
quake, ſhonld fill our Thoughts wich ſuch Expecta- 
tions as may put us upon due Preparations to 
 meetGod init, and to take care how we caſt Con- 
temptupon any the late Works of God, or retain 
any thing of Antichriſt, or Enmity to any that 
would witneſs to the Coming and Kingdom of our | 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but bleſs God for the Counſel 
ÞHe,has given us in flying from the Wrath that is 
cothing, Rev. 18, 4. Pſal. 2: the whole Palm. 
Be wiſe now. therefore, O ye King? be inſlrutted, 
ye Fudpes of the Earth. Serve the Lord with Fexr, 

_ and reqvice with Trembling ;, Kiſs the Son' leſt he be 
aipry, and ye periſh from the way, when bis Wrath 
5; Lott but a little, Bleſſed are all they that put 
their Truſt in bim, © 
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POSTSCRIPT.» 


OW if the finiſhing Part of the Te 

of the Witneſſes was born/in the late Ap- 

pearances'of God in theſe Nations, and 

the War that was to follow upon it, was alſo 
accompliſhed in what bas followed with: their 
Slaughter: and Refurrection, then-'it neceſſarily 
brings us to the ending of the i260 Years of the 
Witneſſes Prophecy, in the Year 168; at:which 
time there was 45: Years of the 2500 ne 
then from 1685, to 1693, there are 8 Years, 
which taken from 45, there remain 37, Years for 
the great Revolutions and Works of God tobe 
accompliſhed, in the ſetting up the viſible King- 
dom of Chriſt and his Saints in the World, which 
ſhall continue cill the great Sabbarign, or the-xoob - 
Years take place, and the Reſtitution of all things 
come, which is ſuppoſed will begin when the + 
6000 Years of the'firſt Ages of the Wotld'are run - 
out. And altho this ſhall be the top of all Glory 
here below, yer the peaceable State of the Church, 
from the end of the two thouſand three hundred 
Years, to the beginning of the 1000, ſhall be 've- 
ry glorious, bleſſed and defirable;; for then ſhall 
thar bleſſed Prothiſe be fulfilled, . Pal. 72. 4: 5, 6 
+. He ſhall jpdg the yoor of the-Pedple, be ſhall ſave 
the Children of the Needy, and ſtall break in pieces 
the Opprefſor. ' They. ſhall fear heros long tg _ 


- 


et Is FENG eas. + 4 


148 Thi Myſteries of God finiſhed. 
and Moon endure, througbout all Generations. He 
ſhall come down. like Rain upon the mown Graſs ; as 
Showers that water the Earth. In his days ſhall the 
Righteous flouriſh ;, and abundance of Peace as long as 
the Moon endureth. © The whole Pſalm. 

Now what altho we ſee nat. theſe yet, the 
"Witneſſes are not yet aſcended, the laſt Wois not 
yet, or Vials poured fourth, the ſeventh Angel 
having not yet ſounded ; but we fee the Dwellers 
on the Earth in great Fear and Conſternation, we 
ſee ſtrange and dark Providences upon us, we ſee 
little Faith in'the Earth, as to the Kingdom and 
Coming of Chriſt, Zuke 18. v. 1, to8. read the | 
words; we ſee the Nations engaged in Wars, 
and great Deſolations in the Earth, as if God 
would make thin the Inhabitants thereof. | But 
all theſe are but the preparatory Work to the 
Netting up that bleſſed Kingdom of Chriſt, and 
Deliverance of his Church. The pulling down 
and-removing what ſtands in the: way, is Work 
more -proper for Eabourers than Artificers; and 
when God hath done that part of «his Work 
proper for ſuch Inſtruments that are ative in the 

igheſt degree of the Pravity and Degeneracy of 
the Human Nature by Sin, eating their own Fleſb, 
and- drinking their own Blood, as ſweet Wine, Ifa. 49. 
'26. Rev. 20. then the Lord by his Spirit will 
lift -up a Standard, and to it ſhall be the gather- 
ing of. bis anointed Ones, a People ſpirited from 
and for himſelf, ſa. 59. 18, 19, 20, 21. the wiole 
Chapter. And rbey ſhall build the old Waſtes, and 
#hey ſhall raiſe up the former Deſelations, &c. Iſa: 61. 
"read-ghe whole Chapter. ,Byt this, I ſuppoſe, 
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Obedienceto the Vaice from Heaven,-ſaying.un- 
to them, Come up huber, which-they ſhall under- 
ſtand, however unintelligible it may be toothers : 
for they aſcend to-Heaven in-a Cloud, -yet fo-as'in 
their, Aſcenſion their Enemies may behold /them, 
Rev. 11. 12, Andthen comes that terrible myſti- 
cal-Earthquake, which all the material'ones were 
but the Forerunners and- Premonitors' afz/and 
then-will this Kingdom of aur Losd, and-of»his 
Chriſt, have itsexpeditious adyancesin the World, 
and this Stone ſhall become a Mountain that {ball 
fil L. . LE prrne - 
But, this ſeems to con ne the itnclies 
to a few of the People of God, and = owls 
Chriſt, who arereſident in. divers parts of the 
World beſides theſe Iſlands.-: And to exchudethem 
from any part of the Witneſs born, at leaſt "the 
finiſhing Part, Rev. 11.7 or of heing concerned 
in. that laſt War with the Beaſt, as ver. 7108. in 
their being kill'd, or lying dead, and 
ly in their Reſurrection and Aſcenſion. - v8 
Anſw. t. As to the Temple, that is not given 
to the Gentzles to: be trodden under foot, Rew. x7. 
I, 2. And tht Woman clathed with: the Sung Rev. 
I2. 1. doth include al} the Confeſlors of Chriſt, 
holding the Head, andthe Faith as it was delivered 
10 the Saints, Jude 3. which from their {o doings 
where ever their Lot is ſo caſt, neceſſarily includes 
them in. being concern'd and intereſted jn the 
——— #gainſt Anichrife nog his Reign 
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2. Irdoes not-thence follow, but that-in ſome 
paz of the- World, and by fome Profeſſors of 
Chtiriſt; there may be a- more full and clear Wir- 
neſs born, than in and by others; -this has been ſo 
evident in Faft-as not-to be denied:. Antichrift*s 
Kingdom, and the falſe Church, baving by the 
Providence of God been extended as-far as the 
Name of Chriſt has been profeſt ; at leaſt ſome- 
thing-Antichriſtian has been intermixed : and 
God has notleft himſelf without Witneſs in any 


& 
3- In Kev. 18. 1, we read-of an Angel's com- 


ing down from Heaven, hawing great Power, and 


the Earth was lightened- with \hbus Glory, _ By this 
Angel 'it would be prepoſterous to underſtand all 
the Faithful that in any degree are concern'd in a 
Witneſs to Chriſt : for altho his Miniſtry is with 
that Light and Demonſtration of the Spirit of 
God, - fo to unvail Babylon the falſe Afitichriſtian 
Church, as to ſet her forth to opet View to be the 
Habitation. of . Devils, . and the Hold of every foul 
Spirit; and aCage of every unclean td hateful Bird z 
yet at this time ſome of God's own People are 
within the Verge of Babylon, and are called out 
that they might net partake of ber and fo of 
ber Plagues, Rev. 18. 4: | 

4. In Kev. 12.17. it's ſaid the Drogon wal 
wrath with the Woman, and be levels War with'the 
Remnant of ber Seed, which keep the Commandments 
of God, nnd have the Teſtiniony of Feſus Chriſ. 
The Dragons wrath with all that will not liſt on 
his ſide, and embark in his Intereſt ; but the great« 
er the. Witneſs againſt bim, the greater Efforts of 
his Wrath they muſt expect. 5s. To 
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5. To-ſum up all; 1 ſhall offer it Anſwer. 
Where God limits any ſpecial part of his Work 
fo any particular Place, as he ſeems to d6*this 
part. of the finiſhing of rhe Teſtimony againſt 
Antichriſt, and what followeth upon it, to'one 
Street, there thoſe things mult be done and tranſ- 
ated; and if any can aflign any other Street 
where the like Goſpel-Light has been given forth, 
and Witneſs born; and the like Works wrought 
in the Providences of God fulfilting his Word, 
I ſhall acquieſce, and rejoice to behold any thing 
toward the Downfal of Antichriſt, in order to the 
Deliverance of his Church, and Advance towards 
the Kingdom of | his dear.Son. But if God of his 
Goodneſs, ſhall by his ſucceeding Providences in 
fulfilling his Word, give any Confirmation to 
this poor Efſay, then all Doubts will be ſoon re. 
ſolved, and greater Light ſoon ariſe to govern 
us- in oar ExpeCations of what is coming upon 
the World; and how far theie liles are concern'd 


in thoſe bleſſed Propheſies, 1/a. 24. 1 3,444 154 16. 


Chap. 42. 4. Chap. 49. 1: Chap. 60, 9. God 
knows how to-apportion his Work: to bis People, 
if his People jahabiting one Street -muſt be con- 
cernd moregiſiecially in finiſhing the Teſtimony : 
God can conſume all the, ten im pouring-out the 
ſeven Vials, by,which Antichriſt ſhall be ruined 3 
which Ged halten in histinne, » . - 

. | ay, God knows how-to. lay © out .hjs. own 
Work, agd ſet out, to. Ms People” their proper 
Parts,, as. they are 'by.his Providence diſpoſed 
in The, ſeveral Countries and Kingdoms, in and 
over, which Antichcſt, has extended, bis Fing- 
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xt Te Myſteries of God finiſhed, 
F \ dom, which h2s beer firſt or laſt, almoſt, if not 
altogether, over all Parts where the Name of 
hriſt has been profeſs'd: for as Chriſt's King- 
om is to be univerſal, Dar. 2. 44, 45. That Stone 
bat it cit ont, of the Mountain withonr Hands, is fo 
break in pieces the Gold, Silver, Braft, Iron and Clay : 
which is the Kingdom of Chrilt, Dar. 7. 14, 27: 
 andſhall not paſs away ro another People : So An- 
tichriſt to to anticipate the Purpoſes of God, has 
endeavoured to be before hand, to get the King- 
doms univerſally into his Hand ; and God for 
wiſe and holy Ends, in the fulfilling his Word, 
has permited him (as to all human Appreben- 
ſions) to have attained his Deſire, Rev. 13, 4, 
7,$, 0. Who « able to make War with the Beaſt ? 

And yet in all his Reign, God has never 
Ieft himſelf without a Witneſs, ſometimes under 
greater Obſcurity, and in ſome Places more 
powerful... But the finiſhing Part is ſaid to be 
but in one Street ;, as has been already ſaid, and 
, all that follows upon that, the laſt War, Slaugh- 
ter, lying dead, Reſurrefion, Aſcenſion, and 
Pownfal of that Street by the terrible Earth- 
quake, which fills vp the ſecond Wo, the third 
following quickly . upon the ſounfalrg of the 
ſeventh Trumpet, the Juffnents of which third 

Wo are extended r6" Ns! Ao 
Revel. 11.,,, mioion. pf Antichriſt, in Chriſt ta- 
I5.to the king to hirgſelf His great, Power, and 
end. _ . . reigning over. alf"thoſe Ringtoms 
= Where Antichriſt had reigned; yea 
and from Se to Sea, ard from, the River to 
End? of the Earth ;, that is, over all X om, 
ot 
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ſealed up to the ime of the Execntion, Rev. 
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both ſmall and great, under the whole Heavens ,, as Ye; 
Dan. 7. 14,27.., _ a pe b 

Now whatever others Thonghts bave been; 
and how much ſoever hath: been wrote moo it, 
that ſeveral of. the ſeven Vials have. been already 
pee out, mnch of which 1 have peruſed, yet 

ithout any Satisfaction that it is ſo : for al a 
three Woes contain ſomething, of God's Wr | 
upon Antichriſt, but the pouring it out in” its 
Fulneſs will be under the ſeven Vials ; the Effeds 
proveit; for, under the Wrath contained in this 
Iſt Trumpet, he loſes his Kingdom wholly, and 
ChriſPs Kingdom takes place. 1+ 00 

In Rev. 15.1. Jobn receives the Viſion of the 
ſeven Angels which have the'ſeven laſt Plages, 
(that is, to whom the Execution of them was 
committed, as in"the 16:th.Chapter, &s.) Now 
theſe ſeven laſt Plagues are contain?'d in the ſev 
Golden Vials given to them, as ver. 7. How the 
bleſſed Inſtuments are qualified, from whence they 
come, and are furniſhed for this great Work to 
fulfil the Wrath of God upon Antichriſt ; how the 
Church of God is affeted with it, as ver. 2, 
3, 4. this Chapter is ſpent in the Deſcription'of 
It; the Effets of this Wrath upon Antichriſt 
follow upon pouring out the Vials, Chap. 16, &c. 
Now what theſe Plagues ſhould be but the ſeven 
Thunder, I canot apprehend, which were to be 


10, 4. for this mighty Angel ſwears, &c. that 
where theſe ſeyen Thunders ſpeak in their Exe- 
cution,' Time ſhall be no more, that is, of Anti- 
ChrilPs Kingdom, for that muſt be meat; wo 

tne 
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> * the Kingdom of Chriſt then takes place, ver. 6. 
| and inver.7. that when the ſeventh Anpel ſhall 
bund, the Myſteries of God ſhall be finiſhed, the 
ſtery of bis Providences in the Reign and Ruin 
afichriſt, and of the 066 > Tag Salva- 
fans .of his Church ; and the Myſtery of the 
Singdom of Chriſt taking place of the Myſter 
of the Kingdom af Antichriſt : So that if theſe 
Vials of God?s Wrath are not to be poured out 
till the ſeventh Angel ſounds, then ic muſt be 
after the finiſhing the Teſtimony, and what fol- 
lows to the Downfal of the firſt Street ; for he 
ſounds not till the tenth part of the City is fallen ; 
and in theſe-ſeyen Vials as filled up the Wrath of 
_ thethied Wo. + © 
In-2 Thefſ, 2. 8. the Apoſtle tells us, God wil 
mite her with a Conſumption by the Spirit of bis 
Momb, before he will ſtrike her dead by the 
Brightneſs of his Coming : So that what things 
thoſe holy Men that have wrote upon the pouring 
out of ſo many of the Vials already, rather was 
bltthe Wrath' contzined in the two firſt Woes, 
the Effets of which upon Antichriſt has been a 
Canſuwption that ſeized hep by that Goſpel- Light 
that has broke'forth in theſe latter Ages, by which 
there has been a.great Reformation in ſome Na- 
tions, but lictle true Converſion from Antichriſt 
to the Kingdom of Chriſt in any, as a Nation : 
. So that the Queſtion is not ſq much whether An- 
tichriſt has not loſt ground, as where is the King- 
dom of ,Chriſt really ſet up, which takes place 
immediarely upen the Fall of Antichriſt ; T here 
muſt nat be a Stone of Babylon Iaid for a Foun- 
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The Myſteries of God finiſhed, "55% 
dation or Corner-Stone in| this Buildings. 
Now 'if our Lot be caſt in the Days immedi- 
ately preceding the Aſcenſion of the 
what may not we expect? And if any objeth, 


IWas there ever ſuch a cloudy Day? The Aniwer' '_ © 


is, they aſcend in a Cloud : but when that Voice” 
comes from Heaven ſaying, Come up hither ; then 
' theſe things will be better underitood : which 
Lord haſten in his time. | 

And if it be ſo from what has been ſaid, that 
| altho God's Witneſſes in theſe Iſlands ſhall be ho- 

noured with this firſt Appearances and Fall of 
one Street z yet there are the ſeven Vials to be .. 
poured forth, in the Execution of which there 
will be Work for all God's Witneſſes to take 
their Part in fulfilling the Will of God in the 
Downfal of Antichriſt. 


